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• The perfect asset to complement your CV

• Can be various formats: a website, blog, IG 
account, PDF document, etc.

• Allows employers to assess key competencies + 
soft skills (attention to detail, results-orientation, 
strategic thinking…)

What is a portfolio?
A portfolio is a structured collection of 
work samples, projects, and evidence that 
demonstrates your skills, experience, and 
professional style.

Not just a random compilation of work: 
it is a strategic communication tool.

your resume TELLS. your portfolio SHOWS.
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Too many projects, no clear focus 4-6 projects: less is more here! 

Unclear role in each project Shows how you think, not just what you did

No results or measurable impact Demonstrates impact and results

Too much text Tells a clear and compelling story

Not tailored to the role Is tailored to a specific role or goal

If everything is included, nothing stands out. Focus on quality over quantity!

Crafting a 
strong portfolio



Define the purpose of your 
portfolio: 

• What do I want my 
portfolio for? 

• What do I want to convey 
as a professional? ( your 
positioning; even if still 
evolving!)

How to start
1

2

3

Define the style of your 
portfolio

• Is it going to be written, 
images or video?  

• What type of companies 
am I targeting? What 
style would they expect?

Choose the platform you are going to use

Website
Safe bet for any field. Takes some time to set up, but 
then you can share the link once and update the 
website whenever.

Github Common for technical roles (software engineers, data 
scientists, etc.)

PDF Easy to customize for applications to different kinds of 
roles (instead of creating multiple different websites)

Blog
Useful for explaining projects or for sharing thought 
leadership & opinions. Make sure you update it; an 
inactive blog can look bad.

Instagram
Best for visual roles (graphic designers, photographers, 
etc.) A website is still recommended; IG can be a 
supplement.



INTRO ABOUT YOU
• Quick welcome to your portfolio
• Who are you?
• What describes you as an individual?
• Professional strengths
• Career Interests

An effective 
portfolio 
should 
include…

Sou
rce: w

w
w

.jessicah
isch

e.is



An effective 
portfolio 
should 
include…

SOME PROJECTS
• Project context: what was the situation?
• Challenge: what needed to be solved?
• Your specific role: what did you do?
• Methodology/Process: how did you 

think/work?
• Results or Impact 
• Reflection or learning 
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Before selecting projects, ask yourself:
• What is my portfolio for? (internships, career 

change, freelance…)

• What type of roles am I targeting? (use job 
descriptions to identify common skills, tools, etc.)

Example: Software Engineer vs Data Analyst

• What company/industry am I targeting? 
(include at least one project that connects with 
the company’s context, challenges, or users). 

Example: Telefónica vs Santander 

• What skills do I want to showcase?

Choosing the 
right projects Evaluate each project using 

these criteria:

 Relevance: Is it aligned with the type of 
job that I want?

 Impact: Does it show clear results? 
(data, improvements, learnings)

 Clarity: Can it be easily explained?

 Personal contribution: What exactly 
did I do? (you can include team 
projects, but make sure you can 
pinpoint what you did)

 Differentiation: Does it add something 
unique compared to other candidates?

Note: If a project scores low on several of 
these, it probably shouldn’t be included.



 Your Portfolio should tell a coherent professional 
story.

 It should be aligned with your CV

 Quality over quantity! Choose the best and most 
relevant work for the role AND the particular 
company.

 Don’t just state the project that you did. Briefly 
describe the process, the decisions you made, and 
the impact it had.

 If you have doubts about a project, leave it out.

 Pay attention to spelling and grammar (no typos!)

 Keep it updated

Key takeaways



Comms & Digital Media Profiles
SOME EXAMPLES

www.jessicahische.is
Illustration, logo & graphic design.

www.zevialter.com
Advertising copywriting.

www.daraakomolafe.com
Videography.

www.sophiemacphoto.com
Hospitality photoraphy.

www.barbara-hernandez.com
Graphic design & brand identity.

www.mikematas.com
Interface designer.

http://www.jessicahische.is/
http://www.zevialter.com/
https://daraakomolafe.com/
http://www.sophiemacphoto.com/
http://www.barbara-hernandez.com/
http://www.barbara-hernandez.com/
http://www.barbara-hernandez.com/
http://www.mikematas.com/


Comms & Digital Media Studios
SOME EXAMPLES

www.andwalsh.com
Branding & advertising agency.

http://www.wearecollins.com/
Advertising agency.

www.erretres.com
Strategic branding.

www.pentagram.com
Brand identity.

http://www.andwalsh.com/
http://www.wearecollins.com/
http://www.erretres.com/
http://www.pentagram.com/


Tech Profiles
SOME EXAMPLES

www.naledi.co.uk
Data analyst.

www.github.com/tianaparris...
Data analyst.

www.alextheanalyst.github.io
Data analyst.

www.brittanychiang.com
Frontend engineer.

www.dejan.works
Product designer.

http://www.naledi.co.uk/
https://github.com/tiannaparris/Data-Analysis-Portfolio
https://github.com/tiannaparris/Data-Analysis-Portfolio
https://github.com/tiannaparris/Data-Analysis-Portfolio
https://alextheanalyst.github.io/
http://www.brittanychiang.com/
http://www.dejan.works/


Tech Profiles
SOME EXAMPLES

aaabadcode.com/#projects
AI Engineer

aravinthvr.github.io/portfolio
SW dev & Data Scientist

bjornmelin.io
Data Scientist and AI Engineer

https://www.aaabadcode.com/
https://aravinthvr.github.io/portfolio
https://bjornmelin.io/


Programs/platforms to use: 

• FORMAT - visual portfolios for creative 
professionals

• PORTFOLIOBOX - similar to the above

• AdobePortfolio - included with Adobe 
Creative Cloud

• GitHub - code-hosting platform for tech/data 
profiles

• Notion - can be used for a simple portfolio;
good for case studies & writing

• Carrd - simple, one-page sites

• Canva - has lots of pre-designed templates for
simple portfolios

Some resources

https://www.format.com/l/new_online_portfolio?gclid=CjwKCAiAkan9BRAqEiwAP9X6Ubguk3qFlBVm-Yetk7m8D5z_WtuAJnB0l5qEGmprkv8svTK0eHUuwhoCNNUQAvD_BwE&utm_adgroup=generic_portfolio_portfolio-websites_dm&utm_campaign=format_cpc_a1_generic_eu_baseline&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=%22portfolio_for%22
https://www.format.com/l/new_online_portfolio?gclid=CjwKCAiAkan9BRAqEiwAP9X6Ubguk3qFlBVm-Yetk7m8D5z_WtuAJnB0l5qEGmprkv8svTK0eHUuwhoCNNUQAvD_BwE&utm_adgroup=generic_portfolio_portfolio-websites_dm&utm_campaign=format_cpc_a1_generic_eu_baseline&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=%22portfolio_for%22
https://www.portfoliobox.com/es/
https://www.portfoliobox.com/es/
https://portfolio.adobe.com/
https://portfolio.adobe.com/
https://github.com/
https://github.com/
https://www.notion.so/
https://www.notion.so/
https://carrd.co/build#portfolio
https://carrd.co/build#portfolio
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.canva.com/


THANK YOU!
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